
1 

 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Volume 17 No 1, July, 2017. ISSN 2141 - 3215 

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR RE – ORIENTATION OF 
THE SOCIETY TO CURB RURAL - URBAN MIGRATION 

 
By 

 
 

Yabrifa Bumien 

Department of Vocational and Technology Education 
Niger Delta University, Wilberforce Island, 

Bayelsa State. 
 

And 
 

Efere A. Esther 

Department of Vocational and Technology Education 
Niger Delta University, Wilberforce Island, 

Bayelsa State. 
 
 

Abstract 
The phenomenon of rural-urban migration has become very common and this 
drift is causing lots of problems to both areas of origin and area of residence. 
The decision to migrate is always informed by the prevailing situations such as 
uneven distribution of population and resources, unbalanced utilization of 
resources and variation in economic and cultural developments, lack of 
agricultural skills, lack of interest in farming and lust for economic 
improvement among others. Excessive migration encouraged people to tap all 
kinds of available resources to fulfill their increasing demands. Migration can 
no longer be casually viewed as a beneficial process necessary to solve 
problems of improving economic, sociological, technological, educational, and 
infrastructural conditions of individuals in rural communities. Agricultural 
education can be employed in reorienting the society to curb rural-urban 
migration. This paper examines the concept of rural-urban migration, causes 
of rural-urban migration, impact of rural-urban migration and agricultural 
education for reorienting the rural society to curb rural-urban migration. 
Finally, some recommendations were made. 
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 Rural areas are key sector in every nation’s economy and their rapid 
development and modernization is crucial for improving the lives of individuals in the 
society. This is because a sizeable majority of the population lives therein therefore; the 
future of the country depends largely on it. Rural area as reported in the National Sample 
Survey Organization (2010), is an area with a population density of up to 400 per square 
kilometers, villages with clear surveyed boundaries but no municipal board and a 
minimum of 75% of male working population involved in agriculture and allied 
activities. Specifically, rural areas refer to geographical areas that lie outside the densely 
built-up environment of towns, cities and the sub-urban villages and whose inhabitants 
are engaged primarily in agriculture as well as the most basic of rudimentary form of 
secondary and tertiary activities, (Ezeah, 2005). Rural area, which is the opposite of an 
urban area, refers to the country side whose population engages mainly in primary 
production activities like agriculture, fishing, and rearing of livestock, (Ele, 2006).  

The rural sector of Nigeria is, very vital to the socio-economic development of 
the nation. According to Nyagba (2009), the most important sector of the Nigerian 
population is the rural areas, because the rural sector is the major source of capital 
formation for the country and a principal market for domestic and raw materials for 
industrial processes. Rural area dwellers have been found to engage in primary 
economic activities that form the foundation for the country’s economic development. 
They are dominated by rural residents who are engaged in different occupations to cater 
for their needs. In most cases these needs are not meet, and in a bid to do so, migration 
becomes an option.  

The process of people migrating from rural area in search of a better life is not a 
novel one; however in recent times the currency is the increasing voluntary movement in 
quest of a better quality life by low-skill and low-wage workers from less developed 
rural areas to more developed urban areas, (Chukwuedozie & Onokala 2013). Urban, as 
reported in Wikipedia, (2016) is a human settlement with high population density and 
infrastructure of built environment. Urban area is an area with a municipality, 
corporation, cantonment board or notified town area committee, with a minimum 
population of 5,000 where 75% of the male working population engage in non-
agricultural pursuits, and a population density of at least 400 persons per square 
kilometer, (Census India Government, 2000). Urban areas are created through 
urbanization and are categorized by urban morphology as cities, towns, conurbations or 
suburbs. In urbanism, the term contrasts to rural areas such as villages and hamlets. 
Migration to urban areas tend to be a selective process affecting individuals or families 
with certain economic, social, educational and demographic characteristics, (Adewale 
2005).  
 Migration can be seen as permanent or semi permanent movement from one 
place to another which leads to culture diffusion and social integration, (Regine 2009).  
Migration as defined by Yohanna (2014) is the movement of people from one place to 
another in search of employment, market, education, health and other means of 
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livelihood. The movement can be temporary or permanent. Yohanna is of the opinion 
that migration occurs as a response to economic development as well as social, cultural, 
environmental and political factors.  
 The decision to migrate is always informed by the prevailing situations such as 
uneven distribution of population, variation in economic and cultural developments, 
sociological, technological, and infrastructural conditions of rural areas, lust for 
improving economic status, lack of agricultural skills, lack of interest in farming, the 
discovery of crude oil, neglect and degradation of rural environments among others.  
 

Causes of Rural-Urban Migration  
Uneven distribution of population: Analysis of the historical background of 
developing or developed parts of the world shows that there is an unbalanced utilization 
of resources which ultimately lead to unbalanced distribution of population, (Vercueil 
2004).  Ekong (2003) stressed that during pre-industrial era, people migrated from one 
place to another because of the absence of cultivable land, population growth per capita 
share of land reduced, which makes it difficult for rural people to maintain their families 
with limited agricultural land. Therefore, members of the family generally advise their 
family members to earn money by migrating to urban centers.  
 
Lack of interest in farming:  The farming system in Nigeria has remained traditional. 
Farming is still done through the use of traditional method. The farmers are still using 
traditional farming implements such as hoes and cutlasses for farming at subsistence 
level. These make farming difficult, small scale and unrewarding. Thus, making the 
youths to loss interest in farming and migrate to urban areas in search of better means of 
livelihood, (Yohanna 2014).  
 
Employment: Due to the concentration of industries, government offices and 
organizations in the urban centers, youths are moving to urban centers in search of jobs. 
 
Lust for improving economic status: According to Ekong (2003), industrial and urban 
centers have more lucrative jobs and they can transform their economic status by 
shifting there. Because of this psychological thinking, people migrate to urban areas.  
 
Lack of Agricultural Skills:  Most rural people are farmers who depend on farming as 
their major source of occupation but lack the necessary skills required for the 
establishment of productive farms. 
 
Neglect and degradation of rural environments: Despite the remarkable economic 
landscape petroleum has generated, on the negative side, petroleum exploration has 
affected the socio physical environment of Nigeria especially the Niger Delta region. 
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Etang (2007) stated that oil exploration over the last four decades has impacted 
disastrously on the socio-physical environment of the Niger Delta oil bearing 
communities, massively threatening the subsistent peasant agricultural economy and 
hence the entire livelihood and basic survival of the people. Various harmful and toxic 
organic compounds introduced into the natural environment during oil exploration and 
extraction has changed the geochemical composition of the soil, river and other 
components of the environment. This situation has lead to a drastic decline in the output 
of farming activities and, individuals are left with no option than to migrate for greener 
pastures.  
 
Limited income-generating opportunities: Youths feel that there are limited 
opportunities to engage in farming and off-farm activities and few attractive job 
prospects due to lack of investment and the scant socio-economic infrastructure. 
Individuals lack the necessary training to improve their agricultural, entrepreneurial, 
administrative, technical and social skills 
 
Impact of Rural-Urban Migration 

Migration of individuals from agrarian economy to non-agrarian economy is 
termed rural-urban migration, (Vercueil 2004). In the opinion of Wikipedia (as cited in 
Omonigho and Olaniyan 2013), rural-urban migration is the movement of people from 
rural areas into cities. Some time ago, migration existed internally to enable excess 
labour to be taken slowly from the rural areas to provide workforce for industries in the 
urban areas and therefore aid industrial growth. However, experience in developing and 
underdeveloped countries has shown that the rate of rural-urban migration has 
ceaselessly outweighed the rate of job creation and having an overweight on the social 
and infrastructural amenities available in the urban areas, (Omonigho and Olaniyan 
2013). Omonigho and Olaniyan opined that this adds to worsen the already severe urban 
unemployment problems triggered by economic and physical inequality between urban 
and rural areas. This phenomenon of rural urban migration has become very common 
and its effect is increasing day by day.  
 Rural-urban migrations both temporary and permanent have positive and 
negative impacts on the origin of migration. According to Vercueil (2004), some of the 
negative impacts are loss of productive members of the rural communities, impoverishes 
rural areas because the most able people tend to leave, creates labor shortage at peak 
periods, leads to a vicious circle of degradation as it generates smaller markets for local 
activities. A change in resource utilization, technological innovations, and industrial 
development can be seen as a consequence of migration. Commercial activities are also 
affected by the process of migration and non-availability of manpower. Traditional joint 
family structure is gradually disintegrating due to industrialization, growth of scientific 
knowledge and extensions of communication leading to a number of psychological, 
social and economic problems. Size of family experienced changes; sometimes part of 

Academic Excellence  



5 

 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Volume 17 No 1, July, 2017. ISSN 2141 - 3215 

an extended family like husband, wife and kids move to the city and start living 
separately as a nuclear family. Over a period of time these families loose contact with 
their native and this leads to disintegration of joint family, at time it could even lead to a 
situation where relatives fall in love ignorant of their extended relationship and commit 
incest, (Vercueil 2004).  

Adjustment is also an impact of rural-urban migration. Rural migrants find it 
difficult to adjust to the urban society because of their less education, illiteracy, and low 
income group. Adjusting to social trends such as customs, language, housing, marriage, 
interaction, recreation and ceremonies become a challenge because they find the urban 
setting different from their rural setup and might want to form their own group based on 
narrow orientation and indulgence in social vices. A significant change is also observed 
in their religious faith, beliefs, food habits and clothing. Food habits and clothing differ 
from place to place. People in rural areas prefer food grown in their home of origin and 
hardly depended on imported eatables but urbanites have to depend on purchases of 
imported foods. 
The population size of urban areas is increasing at a much faster rate. This unexpected 
increase in population leads to the creation of slums, unauthorized construction, 
haphazard growth of towns, transport problems, shortage of public utility services and 
educational facilities, (Vercueil 2004). Imbalance has been created both in demographic 
as well as regional development. Migration is not only a prerequisite condition of 
urbanization but also as well as proliferation of the cities.  Large scale arrival of 
migrants leads to increase in demands of facilities of transportation, health care, 
educational institutions, and recreational centers, (Vercueil 2004).  

Cohabitation and consensual unions have usually been a consequence of rural 
urban migration. The increasing number of cohabitation and consensual union among 
the married and the yet to be married is common among rural-urban migrants, (Ekop 
2000). Although it could be argued in some quarters that such union, especially when it 
involves people from different ethnic backgrounds, could have positive implications for 
the country’s unity at macro level, the negative consequences on existing marriages and 
family unity at the micro are enormous, (Ekop 2000). Migration can no longer be 
casually viewed as a beneficent process necessary to solve problems of improving 
economic, sociological, technological, educational, and infrastructural conditions of 
individuals in rural communities, rather there are necessary agricultural education tools 
that can be employed in reorienting rural people in the reduction of rural urban 
migration.  
 
Agricultural Education for Reorienting the Rural Society  
 Rural migration have been associated with decline in food production, farming 
activities, fishing, urban congestion, inadequate infrastructural facilities in urban areas 
among others. Okoye (2012) asserts that the decline in food production in developing 
countries such as Nigeria can be linked to the impact of rural-urban youth migration as 
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well as other variable factors such as economic, soil quality, ecology, climatic 
conditions, socio-cultural setting and poor farm management. With the mass migration 
of youths from rural, agricultural education can serve to reorient the rural society and 
bring back the lost glory of the rural settlements. 

Egbule (2004) citing World book Encyclopedia states that “agricultural 
education deals with instruction in agriculture, useful to farmers, to those engaged in 
non-farm agricultural occupations and to all persons as part of their general education” It 
is “the training of learners in the processes of agricultural productivity, as well as the 
techniques for the teaching of agricultural production. Agricultural education therefore 
is the type of education that is employed in training learners in the improved agricultural 
production processes, as well as in the techniques for the teaching of agriculture, 
(Egbule 2004). Agricultural education takes place at two levels, formal and informal 
level. Formal level takes place at the primary, secondary to graduate study in the 
university, and informal level goes on outside the formal school system, most often, 
useful training is given by extension staff who work directly with rural farmers and other 
workers to bring and demonstrate to them new crops and animals production processes, 
techniques and machines to sustain individual in rural settlement, (Egbule 2004). 

One of the objectives of agricultural education aims at defining occupational 
objectives, providing preparation for a job in agriculture and ending with the individual 
successfully entering entrepreneurship or jobs in agriculture, and such individuals will 
have capacities to continue to learn and transfer personal and occupational skills to meet 
the changing job requirements of the agricultural sector of a technological society, 
(Egbule 2004). On the other hand, the focus of the national policy on agriculture is on 
food security, rural industrial and technological development which will go a long way 
to discourage migrants. Consequently, agricultural education now and in the future is 
geared towards the production of skilled, and self reliant farmers - agriculturists capable 
of producing, processing and marketing food and related products on a large scale while 
using modern and efficient technologies. 

Most rural farmers use traditional technologies and ill-adapted tools in the 
production of both food and cash crops. Generally they lack modern tools & equipment, 
improved or high yielding disease/pest resistant crop varieties, and modern techniques of 
tilling, planting, harvesting, and storage. They also have inadequate knowledge and 
means for applying available modern and most suitable technologies to their 
environments, adapting modern technologies to local environments and developing 
appropriate technologies are all serious constraints to migration. 

The Federal Government through the Ministry of Agriculture has developed 
programmes to sustain the initiative of agriculture in rural areas. However, efforts on 
reorienting the youths towards existing information dissemination/awareness creation 
about improved technologies for high productivity will be provided by agricultural 
educationists in order to enable young people and existing farmers to know and 
participate in enhanced agricultural productivity, (Obert, 2012). There is increasing need 
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for agricultural education to be redesigned and included as a compulsory subject in 
Nigerian schools starting from nursery to tertiary education curriculum in order to 
promote interest in farming among youths from an early age. As such, it will reorient the 
youths to view agriculture as a career opportunity that requires a multilevel intervention. 
In the first instance, those within the formal school system must be targeted. Secondly, 
those outside the school system must be lured and sensitized. This could be done by 
reintroducing current-appropriate information inside and outside the formal school 
system, adequate training is also necessitated, through a comprehensive, national out-of-
school livelihoods project which will be redesigned to meet the needs and expectations 
of today's youths. Agricultural education and capacity-building programmes for rural 
youths should be redefined in a more participatory way and focused on agricultural best 
practices, land laws and knowledge sharing through an adult education programme 
revoked. Informal education programmes to be handled by professional educators of 
agriculture and implemented in rural areas to reorient the mind set youths have about 
agriculture. 

Agricultural educators will take it upon themselves to re-initiate youths for 
sustainable agriculture and organize re-orientation workshop to educate rural youths that 
agriculture is pure business and plays a critical role in national food security and seize 
the opportunities created not to be employed but to employ. The workshops do not 
merely encourage youths to take up agriculture as a business but will create a platform 
for active participation through youth collaborative community agriculture programme, 
(Obert, 2012). There ought to be the creation of initiatives to support youths in 
agricultural enterprises, and opportunities to showcase their successes in order to attract 
more young people. Agricultural professionals will ensure that information 
communication technologies such as the Internet, mobile phones, computers, and global 
positioning systems, associated with traditional communication technologies such as 
radio, television, print and video be incorporated into the curriculum of both the formal 
and non-formal school system and regular monitoring to ensure that implementation 
sweeps round all in the rural area (Onwubiko, 2011).  
  It is also necessary to reorient the youths to agro-enterprise knowledge to 
secondary and tertiary institutions so as to create and expand rural job opportunities, 
build capacity and promote agro entrepreneurship among the youths thus reducing 
migration to urban areas. Involve youths in agricultural development and decision 
making processes to ensure sustainable development, and framing this within the context 
of ICTs and entrepreneurship provides a valuable dimension to the discourse of 
agricultural modernization, (Agu, 2013).  Improving access to training and capacity 
development, re - organization of agricultural research institutions to be in tandem with 
modern realities of environmental degradation as well as climate change. New methods 
will be encouraged for farming in barren lands, because most of the farming land 
remains unused during no-crop season due to degradation. To improve that, cyclical 
production of different crops will be introduced so that land does not remain unused. 
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Farmers will be supported by launching numerous agro-environment schemes. Income 
generation and equal growth are likely resultants of such initiatives.  

Extension programme aimed at increasing arable crop production through 
encouragement of people to become involved in farming. It is therefore, necessary for 
extension officers and planners to identify these sets of rural-urban migrants, with the 
objective of encouraging them and designing a programme of training for them. The 
training programme is expected to make them acquire current skills and technologies in 
farming, (Osimen 2008). This programme will have the advantages of reintegrating 
them into the farming community and making them to have a sense of belonging as they 
always feel not recognized because of their status. Once they are re-integrated into the 
farming system they will feel relevant in the social system once more. Extension service 
can take the advantage of making them opinion leaders in farmers’ groups, making them 
opinion leaders will aid extension agents in their persuasive exercise to relate to other 
farmers. Cooperative extension, as an outreach mechanism of land grant to universities 
will serve the educational needs of rural and agricultural communities, by offering 
insights and reorient programmes toward the emerging cultural economies of agriculture 
in rural communities. The extension service can even put up a system where they will 
collaborate with ministries, government agencies, private firms and community leaders 
to identify and checkmate those who might migrate and compose a comprehensive list 
seasonally which will help mitigate the rate of rural-urban migration.  
 
Conclusion 

Most rural youths do not foresee a prosperous future for themselves in their 
rural settlement, mostly because of lack of knowledge and skill, improved technology 
and nonprofitability of agricultural activities due to environmental degradation. 
Agricultural education efforts is worth the while to reorient and integrate the views of 
youths into developmental efforts in order to address the actual needs of the youths, thus 
making agricultural development planning and management sensitive to their needs.  
 
Recommendations 
The following recommendations are made for reducing rural-urban migration. 

1. Rural youths should be involved in the drafting, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of policies and programmes related to agriculture.  

2. The use of innovative information and communication technologies (ICTs) 
should be reintroduced and promoted among rural youths.  

3. Redesigning training including enterprise development training particularly in 
value added activities such as food processing and packaging from nursery to 
tertiary school level using best practices should be reintroduced. 

4. Youths should be reoriented towards gaining access to agro-enterprise 
knowledge so as to create and expand rural job opportunities, build capacity and 
promote agro entrepreneurship among the youths. 
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5. Reorienting youths into the young farmers club of which every youth must be 
assigned duties and task. 

6. It will promote a sense of ownership of business among youths and enable them 
to become self employed and employer of labour than to be employed.  

7. Professionals of agricultural education will be engaged in the reorientation 
process, championing policies, programmes and issues related to agriculture.  
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